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From car emissions to solar panels, California continues to show global leadership on the environmental challenges that 
affect our health, safety and prosperity. While it may not be surprising that we continue to lead on all things green, it 
shouldn't be taken for granted. The path to ongoing progress can be found in the lessons from past successes.

From our view, the key to this progress has been a deceptively simply word: collaboration.

For the environmental challenges that remain, we believe that the path to solutions in the 21st century lies in finding 
practical, bipartisan solutions through collaboration. We have the best chance for success when we work together in the 
spirit of innovation that is fundamental to the Golden State. 

 

And that is why it is particularly important to take note of those innovators at the forefront of environmental collaboration 
and solutions. 
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Today, the James Irvine Foundation recognized three such Californians. John Carlon and Tom Griggs of River Partners 
in Chico and Ashley Boren of the San Francisco-based group Sustainable Conservation were recipients of the 
Foundation's Leadership Awards, a $125,000 investment in individuals who are advancing innovative and effective 
solutions to significant state issues.

Carlon and Griggs are knee-deep in one of the most critical debates in the Central Valley: flood control. Hurricane Katrina
was a wake-up call to shore up our levees and protect residents and taxpayers from flooding disasters. In fact, after New 
Orleans, Sacramento is the U.S. city most at risk for catastrophic flooding.

But for flood control to work, all levels of government as well as builders and community groups will need to overcome 
their differences and focus on common interests and the broader public good.

That's where Carlon, a blueberry farmer, and Griggs, an ecologist, come in. They have made it their mission to protect 
and restore stream and river habitats in the Central Valley. And they have done so by recruiting the support of the 
agricultural industry and landowners and by brokering financial incentives for farmers to restore land to wildlife habitat 
and to introduce modern techniques to replant native trees, shrubs and plants.

These restored lands double as natural buffers for flood-prone areas, while the trees help capture carbon emissions to 
reduce the impact of global warming. They are truly breaking new ground in both the size and scope of their restoration 
work.

Their fellow Leadership Award recipient, Ashley Boren, has made a career of bridging historic divides between the 
agricultural industry and environmental interests by working with farmers to adopt innovative, energy-efficient techniques 
that are not only good for business but also good for the environment and public health.

Drawing on her direct business and conservation experience, Boren works closely with industries such as the dairy 
industry, California's largest agricultural sector, to address climate change, water quality and other critical environmental 
issues. She and her team have shown dairy producers the benefits of converting cow manure into biofuel gas that can 
generate electricity or power vehicles. If deployed across the state, this technology could power more than 120,000 
homes -- nearly all of Sacramento's households -- and significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

We hear regularly from Californians, including our governor, who say they're eager for decision-makers to put aside their 
differences to forge the type of creative solutions that our state needs to meet our gravest environmental threats.

Boren, Carlon and Griggs offer such solutions, and they epitomize the promise of creative, collaborative leaders who 
reach across the aisle to get things done. We would all do well to take a page from their playbook.

About the writer:

A.G. Kawamura is the state secretary of food and agriculture. Winston Hickox is the former secretary
of the California Environmental Protection Agency.
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